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Abstract
This research examines the figure of Saladin (532-589 AH / 1137-1193 CE) as one of the
most prominent figures in medieval Islamic history, through a critical analytical approach
that explores his representation in modern Western historical studies and traces the
methodological shifts in this discourse from the beginning of the twentieth century to the
present day.
The study aims to analyze the discursive structures that have shaped the image of Saladin
in Western writings and compare them with what primary Arabic sources have established,
while also assessing the impact of Orientalist approaches on the production of historical
knowledge about this pivotal figure. The study adopts a comparative, critical, analytical
historical method, relying on primary sources such as Ibn Shaddad, Imad al-Din al-
Isfahani, and Ibn al-Athir, in addition to contemporary Western studies.
The study concludes that the Western image of Saladin has undergone a fundamental shift
from simplistic Orientalist stereotypes to a more objective critical historical approach, and
that there is a relative convergence between the two narratives in evaluating Saladin's
civilizational achievements, although interpretive gaps remain regarding his motivations
and ideology.

Keywords: Saladin, Orientalist studies, Crusades, liberation of Jerusalem, Western
historiographical methods, Ayyubid state.
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