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Abstract
This study examines how Iraqi satellite channels employ digital media technologies to

frame crises and armed conflicts through a comparative analytical approach that
integrates technical, discursive, and institutional dimensions. The research develops an
integrative model linking digital tools, media processing strategies, and framing patterns,
while testing the mediating role of processing strategies and the moderating effect of
political affiliation, alongside audience digital engagement. Findings reveal that digital
technologies function as active agents in meaning construction rather than neutral tools,
with media processing acting as a key mediator between technology and framing. The
results also indicate significant variations in framing patterns based on institutional
orientations, and confirm that audience interaction amplifies framing effects within a
dynamic feedback loop. The study introduces the “Digital Meaning Engineering” model
as a comprehensive framework for understanding the interplay between technology,
discourse, political context, and audience engagement in conflict media environments.

Keywords: digital media, media framing, crises, armed conflicts, satellite
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