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Abstract
This study examines the general methodology adopted by al-Shahid
al-Thani (Zain al-Din al-Jub’i al-Amili, d, 996 AH)in evaluating nar—
rators and analyzing transmitted reports, focusing on the criteria he
used to assess their reliability and rank. The research aims to uncover
the fumdamental principles of narrator criticism on which al-Shahid
al-Thani based his judgments—whether in affinming or weakening
narrators—through four main axes that represent the most significant
general standards he employed in evaluating the chain of transmission.
The first section analyzes al-Shahid al-Thani’s position on the narra-
tions of the three major scholars (al-Kulayni, al-Shaykh al-Saduq, and
al-Shaykh al-Tusi), examining the degree of trust he placed in their
transmissions and his view of their selection of narrators and verifica—
tion of texts The second section discusses his view regarding the narra—
tors known as the “People of Consensus” (Ashab al-Tjima®), whose reli—
ability is unanimously upheld in Shia biographical tradition, clarifying
the extent to which he relied on them in establishing the soundness
of narrations. The third section explores the status of the “teachers of
authorization” (Mashayikh al-ljaza) in the methodology of al-Shahid
al-Thani, and the episternic weight that authorization grants to a nar—
rator in terms of sanad continuity and transmission credibility.
The fourth section examines his stance on the narrators belonging to
the circle of Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him), who represent
one of the most important and influential groups of transmitters in the
Imami tradition. The study analyzes the criteria he applied in evaluat—
ing them and distinguishing between accepted and rejected narrators.
Keywords : General evaluations , Narrators . Al-Shahid al Thani
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