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What is Said and What is Implied: Pragmatic
Problems in Research and Procedure

Jassim Khairy Haidar
Maysan Directorate of Education

Abstract

This research investigates the boundaries between "what is said" and "what is implied" as one of the
most complex issues in contemporary linguistic studies ,it seeks to uncover the traditional roots of this
duality within the Arabic heritage (rhetorical and jurisprudential) and the problems of distinguishing
between these two levels, the study compares these traditional insights with established views in Western
pragmatics, starting from Gricean theory through to Relevance Theory, the research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to present concepts and a comparative method to identify points of convergence and
divergence between the two perspectives , the study concludes that the Arabic heritage, despite its richnes ,
suffers from an over-expansion of logical and aesthetic classifications at the expense of communicative
function, meanwhile, modern Western studies face terminological instability resulting from the inconsistent
expansion or contraction of the concept of "implicature , the research proposes the necessity of re-
demarcating the boundaries between these two levels based on "speaker intentionality” and "cognitive
context" to overcome the conceptual and procedural challenges inherent in current models.
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