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Global-Local Tension in Youth Identity
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ABSTRACT

In the context of accelerated globalization and the proliferation of digital media, youth are increasingly navigating
complex cultural terrains where global influences intersect with local traditions. This study examines how young people
aged 15-25 construct hybrid cultural identities through their engagement with platforms like TikTok, Instagram, and
YouTube. Drawing on cultural hybridization theory, Bhabha’s concept of Third Space, and Castells’ network society
framework, the research employs a mixed-methods design incorporating semi-structured interviews, digital ethnog-
raphy, and content analysis of over 8,000 social media posts from 300 participants across diverse socio-demographic
backgrounds. Findings reveal that youth identity is dialectical and fluid, emerging through dynamic negotiations be-
tween global trends and localized cultural anchors. Social media platforms function as hybrid spaces enabling identity
experimentation, while also imposing algorithmic and economic constraints that shape cultural visibility. Intersectional
factors such as class, gender, ethnicity, and religious affiliation significantly mediate the form and freedom of hybrid
identity expression. The study contributes to scholarly understandings of youth culture by integrating digital media
studies with cultural hybridization theory and offering a conceptual model of identity construction in the digital age.
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GLOBAL CULTURAL INFLUENCES
* International trends
* Global media content
* Transnational movements
* Digital platform cultures

*

N
N
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LOCAL CULTURAL TRADITIONS
* Family traditions
* Regional customs
* Community values
* Historical heritage
v

7
7

y o

DIGITAL PLATFORMS AS HYBRID SPACES
* Algorithm influence
* Platform affordances
* Audience networks
* Commercial pressures

INDIVIDUAL AGENCY
(Youth as Cultural Agents)
* Selection processes
* Creative combination
* Strategic presentation
* Identity experimentation

HYBRID CULTURAL IDENTITY EXPRESSIONS
* Glocalized aesthetics
* Code-switched language
* Syncretic practices
* Dialectical presentations
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GLOBAL MARKERS
* English hashtags
* Trending music
* Popular aesthetics
* International references

LOCAL MARKERS
* Local language
* Regional customs
¢ Cultural traditions
* Local references
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WIDE DISTRIBUTION
* Global reach
* High engagement
* Viral potential

LIMITED DISTRIBUTION
* Local audience
* Lower metrics
* Cultural depth
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Heritage language use —
Religious observance —

Traditional arts/crafts —

— Traditional Maintenance High Preservation — Cultural Preservation ——

Family customs —f

WhatsApp family groups (68%) Examples —

Cultural isolation Risk —
Format modernization
Visual contemporary presentation

Code-switching

Contextual adaptation ————— Adaptive Hybridization ————— Moderate Adaptation —

Instagram cultural posts (45%) —— Examples

Cultural Sustainability Spectrum
Cultural bridge Opportunity in Youth Digital Practices

Relevance + roots Balance

New cultural forms emerge —

Global fusion —j

Original expressions —

Cultural innovation —

— Innovative Creation —— High Transformation —— Cultural Transformation —

TikTok fusion dances (23%) — Examples —|

Cultural loss ———— Risk —

Authenticity
F Benefit —
Innovation
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