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Abstract

Lexical polysemy is a semantic phenomenon based on the unity
of form and the multiplicity of meaning, a subject that has stirred
considerable debate among scholars — between those who affirm
it, deny it, restrict it, or expand it. The study shows that Arabic po-
etry, especially al-Khu ari’s diwan, provides fertile ground for em-
ploying this phenomenon, as the poet used polysemous words in
both nouns and verbs according to the poetic context, The study
further traces the mechanisms of interpretation that allow a word
to expand into multiple meanings without ambiguity, highlight—
ing the role of context in determining the intended sense, The re-
search aims to uncover the impact of lexical polysemy in enriching
meaning and poetic imagery, and to demonstrate its ability to ex-

press emotion, place, and spiritual states,

Keywords: polysemy, semantics, al-Khu ari, context.
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