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The Gradation of Night
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Semantic Study
ABSTRACT
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This research aims to elucidate the temporal classification of
the descriptions of night in Ibn al-Sikkit’s Kitab al-Alfaz in
The Book of Words, tracing their progression from the onset
of night to its middle and finally to its end. The study
examines the precise terminology employed by Ibn al-Sikkit
to capture the transformations of the night, reflecting the
refined linguistic sensibility of the Arabs. These designations
are compared with those recorded by other linguists in
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Temporal Phases.
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Moreover, the study explores the linguistic and cultural
implications underlying these descriptions and highlights
how the Arab aesthetic sensibility is manifested in their
conceptualization of time. It also reveals Ibn al-Sikkit’s
remarkable ability to portray the stages of night through his
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