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Abstract:
This study examines the development of Arabic phonetic studies in
light of the methodological shift from descriptive phonetics, original-
ly linked to preserving the Qur’anic text and safeguarding the Arabic
language from linguistic errors, to functional phonology in modemn
linguistics, The research traces the transformation of the concept of
sound from a physiological and physical phenomenon to a function-
al unit within a structured linguistic system. It highlights the origins
of Arabic phonetic studies and the contributions of early scholars in
describing articulation points and sound features. Furthermore, it
clarifies the methodological distinction between phonetics and
phonology, with particular focus on the concept of the phoneme
and its distinctive function. The study also addresses the presence
of traditional phonetic terminology in modern linguistic discourse
and discusses the terminological challenges arising from conserva-
tive, reformist, and reconciliatory approaches. The findings indi-
cate that renewing the Arabic phonetic perspective requires not
abandoning the classical heritage, but reinterpreting it through
contemporary linguistic frameworks, thus achieving a balance be-
tween authenticity and modern functional analysis.
Keywords: Arabic phonetic studies, phonetics, phonology, phoneme,
phonetic terminology, transformation paths,
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