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Fig. 1. Bibliometric mapping of political science and international relations research in Iragi public universities (2020—2024) based on scopus.
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Table 1. Show a range of metrics was employed to evaluate the research performance of the institutions.

Metric Definition

Scholarly Output The aggregate number of publications for each institution

Citations The total number of citations garnered by the publications of each institution
Authors The total count of distinct authors linked with each institution

The mean number of citations per publication
A metric that normalizes citation impact against the global average for the
particular subject field, publication type, and year (Zanotto and Carvalho, 2021)

Citations per Publication
Field-Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI)

Productivity

The average number of publications per author.
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Fig. 2. Scholarly output by Iragi institution (2020-2024).

3.1. Scholarly output and regional distribution

Fig. 2 illustrates that the University of Baghdad
is the most prolific institution with 92 publica-
tions, which is over four times the output of
Al-Mustansiriyah  University, the second most
productive institution with 20 publications. The
University of Anbar and Imam Al-Kadhum College
follow with 16 and 15 publications, respectively.
The remaining universities each have a scholarly
output of 10 or fewer publications during this
period.

The regional breakdown of this scholarly output,
as shown in Fig. 3, reveals that Baghdad is the

predominant center for research in this discipline,
with a cumulative output that significantly surpasses
other regions. This aligns with the high productivity
of universities located in the capital. Other regions
like Ramadi, Sulaimani, and Baqubah exhibit a much
lower research output.

3.2. Citation metrics and impact

Citation indices are essential tools for assessing
the influence of scholarly publications, offering
insight into the visibility and academic contribution
of research outputs. Table 2 highlights the five
most cited publications in Political Science and
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Fig. 3. Scholarly output by region.

Table 2. Top cited political science and international relations publications by Iragi governmental university faculty (2020-2024).

Title Author(s)

Number of Citations Affiliated Institution

The Role of Decision-maker in Crisis Management:
A qualitative Study Using Grounded Theory
(COVID-19 Pandemic Crisis as A Model)

Good governance and COVID-19: The digital
bureaucracy to response the pandemic
(Singapore as a model)

Sustainable development and its role in containing
crises: Corona virus pandemic crisis (COVID-19)
in China as a model

Strategies to Gain International Recognition: Iraqi
Kurdistan’s September 2017 Referendum for
Independence

IRAQI KURDISTAN’S 2017 INDEPENDENCE
REFERENDUM: THE KDP’S PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE MOTIVES

Al-Dabbagh (2020a) 66

Abdou (2021)

Al-Dabbagh (2020b) 11

Palani et al. (2021) 10

(Hama, 2020)

University of Mosul

29 University of Duhok

University of Mosul

University of Salahaddin

8 University of Sulaimani

International Relations authored by faculty members
at Iraqi governmental universities during the 2020-
2024 period. These papers demonstrate varying
levels of scholarly reach, with notable thematic
concentrations on governance, crisis management,
and regional independence movements.

An analysis of citations per publication (Fig. 4)
offers a contrasting view of institutional performance.
The University of Mosul leads with an average of 10.9
citations per publication, succeeded by the Univer-
sity of Dohuk (9.5) and the University of Salahaddin
(8.5). This implies that although these universities
produce fewer publications, their work achieves a

greater impact in terms of citations. The University
of Baghdad, despite its high volume of publications,
has a significantly lower average of 0.6 citations per
publication.

This pattern is further clarified by FWCI presented
in Fig. 5. The University of Salahaddin has an im-
pressive FWCI of 2.34, signifying that its research is
cited more than twice the world average for com-
parable publications. The University of Dohuk also
performs well with an FWCI of 1.12. The University
of Mosul’s FWCI of 0.92 is close to the world average.
Conversely, the majority of other Iraqi universi-
ties, including the high-output University of Baghdad
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Fig. 4. Citations per publication.

(FWCI of 0.08), have an FWCI substantially below the
world average.

3.3. Author productivity

Regarding productivity, measured as output per au-
thor (Fig. 6), the University of Dohuk demonstrates
the highest productivity with an average of 2.5 pub-
lications per author. Most other universities have a
productivity level of approximately 1 or less, indicat-
ing that a large number of authors contribute to a
relatively small volume of publications.

3.4. Comparative performance of top institutions and
correlation of metrics

The radar chartin Fig. 7 presents a normalized com-
parison of the top five universities across key metrics.
This visualization underscores the diverse strengths
of these institutions. For example, the University of
Baghdad excels in scholarly output, whereas the Uni-
versity of Salahaddin and the University of Dohuk
show superior performance in citation impact.

The correlation matrix of publication metrics
(Fig. 8) uncovers several noteworthy relationships. A

very strong positive correlation exists between schol-
arly output and the number of authors (0.99444),
as would be expected. There is a moderate positive
correlation between citations and scholarly output
(0.4266062). Citations per publication have a strong
positive correlation with the total number of citations
(0.7141913) and a moderate positive correlation with
the FWCI (0.8374709). Importantly, scholarly output
shows a weak negative correlation with citations per
publication (-0.1868334) and FWCI (-0.205809), im-
plying that a greater quantity of publications does not
necessarily correspond to a higher impact.

4. Discussion

The outcomes of this bibliometric analysis of re-
search in Political Science and International Relations
from Iraqi governmental universities between 2020
and 2024 provide a multifaceted view of the field.
A prominent finding is the significant concentration
of research output at a handful of institutions, most
notably the University of Baghdad. This preeminence
in publication volume, however, does not align with
a correspondingly high research impact, as indicated
by citations per publication and FWCI. This may point
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Fig. 8. Correlation matrix of publication metrics.

to a “publish or perish” culture at the University
of Baghdad that could be prioritizing quantity over
quality [11-13].

Conversely, universities with a considerably lower
scholarly output, such as the University of Sala-
haddin, the University of Dohuk, and the University
of Mosul, exhibit a markedly higher research impact.
This suggests that these institutions might be culti-
vating a research environment that promotes more
impactful and internationally recognized scholarship.
The high FWCI of the University of Salahaddin is
particularly noteworthy and indicates a center of re-
search excellence that could serve as a paradigm for
other institutions in the nation [14].

The regional disparity in research productivity with
Baghdad as its central base is another crucial finding.
Whilst it is to be foreseen by reason of concen-
tration of research facilities and institutions at the
capital city, it points to a need to strengthen re-
search capacity building at non-capital universities
throughout Iraq. The research milieu would become
geographically more equitable and would help di-
versify perspectives at large amidst research areas

and help augment the intellectual enrichment of the
nation at large [15].

The low productivity in terms of publications per
author across most universities raises concerns. It
may indicate that a substantial proportion of aca-
demics are not actively involved in research or that
there are systemic obstacles impeding their produc-
tivity. This could be attributed to various factors, such
as heavy teaching responsibilities, insufficient fund-
ing, and restricted access to international research
collaborations [16].

The undeniable negative correlation between schol-
arly output and citation impact metrics highlights
the significant gap between research quantity and
quality. It challenges the misguided belief that simply
boosting the number of publications will elevate the
global standing of Iraqi academia. Rather, a far more
strategic approach that prioritizes the enhancement
of research quality and visibility is essential [17].

Briefly, this study reveals a sophisticated and di-
verse profile of Political Science and International
Relations research out of Iraq. Despite overt chal-
lenges such as a generally weak research contribution
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and interregional disparities, there are some encour-
aging signals of high-quality research emanating from
certain research institutions. These are conclusions
with significant implications for policymakers and
university heads interested in improving the research
capacity of Iraqi universities and its contribution to
international and national scholarship. Another pos-
sible direction for research would be to follow up
with research on qualitative aspects of this research
output to note key trends and research techniques
in this field. A substantially deeper investigation of
those factors achieving strong research contribution
at selected universities would represent another in-
formative research direction [18, 19].
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