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Abstract:

The present study aimed to examine the effect of the Expanded
Thinking Circles Strategy on the achievement of fourth—grade literary
students in Geography, as well as its role in developing their open—
minded thinking. To achieve this objective, the researcher adopted a
quasi—experimental design based on two equivalent groups: an
experimental group taught using the Expanded Thinking Circles
Strategy, and a control group taught using the conventional teaching
method.

The study sample consisted of (45) female students from the fourth—
grade literary stream in one of the schools in Babylon Governorate.
They were distributed into two sections (A and B), with (24) students in
the experimental group and (21) students in the control group. The
researcher ensured equivalence between the two groups in several
relevant variables to enhance the accuracy and validity of the results.
Accordingly, an achievement test in Geography comprising (40) items
was developed, along with an open-minded thinking scale. Both
instruments were validated in terms of content validity and reliability, and
appropriate statistical procedures were applied.

The results revealed statistically significant differences between the
two groups in both academic achievement and open—minded thinking, in
favor of the experimental group. This indicates the effectiveness of the
Expanded Thinking Circles Strategy in improving students’ achievement
and fostering open-minded thinking among fourth—grade literary
students
key words:Strategy, Expansive Thinking Circles Strategy,
Achievement, Open—-minded Thinking.
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