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The role of naturalization in sports in developing the performance of Iraqi
national teams
Mu'ayyad Majeed Ismail

Diyala Directorate of Education

Abstract

Sports naturalization refers to granting citizenship to athletes who do not originally hold a
country’s nationality, allowing them to represent its national teams in regional and
international competitions. This study derives its importance from its attempt to establish
a scientifically informed strategic approach that positions sports naturalization as a
sustainable tool for developing national sports systems while maintaining a balance
between benefiting from foreign expertise and preserving national identity. The topic has
gained relevance due to persistent challenges facing national teams, including limited
infrastructure, insufficient international exposure, and shortages in specialized technical
capacities.The study aims to analyze the concept of sports naturalization, assess its
administrative and technical implications, and evaluate the feasibility of adopting
naturalization policies within the Iraqi sports sector. The research problem centers on the
absence of a unified national vision regarding the potential role of naturalization and its
long-term influence on improving the performance of Iraqi national teams. A descriptive
survey method was employed, and data were collected through a questionnaire. The
sample included 40 participants, representing national team coaches, supervisors, and
administrative staff from the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the Iraqi Olympic Committee,
and several sports federations.The findings suggest that sports naturalization is a strategic
practice widely used by countries to enhance their competitive advantage. Based on these
insights, the study recommends involving experts and academics in designing future
naturalization policies that balance athletic progress with cultural considerations,
effectively drawing on international models that align with the needs of the Iragi of the
Iraqi sports
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