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Abstract

This study examines the Qur’anic discourse on the origin of creation through an
analytical exploration of the Covenant Theory and its connection to the Qur’anic
worldview. It seeks to show how this framework contributes to addressing major
epistemological and existential questions concerning the origin of the human being and
the purpose of human existence. The study begins by clarifying the key concepts
embedded in its title—namely theory, covenant, worldview, and creation—both in their
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linguistic sense and in their technical usage, in order to establish a precise conceptual
foundation for interpreting the relevant Qur’anic texts.

The study then argues that the question of creation is not merely a historical or
cosmological issue. Rather, it is deeply intertwined with epistemology and with the
existential unease that has long accompanied humanity in its effort to understand the
self, destiny, and the relationship with the Creator. From this perspective, the research
engages a number of philosophical and theological approaches to knowledge and
existence, and shows that the Qur’anic perspective does not treat the origin of creation
as separate from the function of the human being. Instead, it offers an integrated vision
that connects primordial creation with moral responsibility, primordial disposition, and
ultimate return.

The study also investigates the Qur’anic use of the term mithaq (covenant) and its
related forms, tracing both its explicit occurrences and its contextual implications. These
usages appear in human relationships as well as in divine covenants taken from
humanity at large and from particular groups such as the prophets, the Children of Israel,
Christians, and believers. This survey demonstrates that covenant in the Qur’an is not a
marginal expression, but a central concept signifying a solemn and binding pledge upon
which the relationship between the human being and God is founded.

In its final section, the study examines how theologians and exegetes approached the
issue of creation and the Verse of the Covenant, with particular attention to al-Tis1 and
al-Tabris1. Both rejected a strictly literal reading based on the notion of a pre-worldly
material realm of particles, and instead interpreted the verse through the lenses of fitrah
(innate disposition), divinely established signs, and an inner form of cognitive
witnessing embedded within human nature. The study also addresses modern
discussions surrounding human origins and evolutionary theory, arguing that many
difficulties arise from conflating the initial act of creation with the later biological
development of living beings after life had already begun. It concludes that the Qur’anic
text remains open to a broader and more coherent reading when approached as an
integrated whole.

Accordingly, the study concludes that the Covenant Theory may be understood as a
comprehensive Qur’anic framework that explains the relationship between the origin of
creation, human innate nature, testimony to divine lordship, and the existential and
moral commitment of the human being—far removed from fragmented or narrowly
literalist readings.
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