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This study examines selected temporal expressions in Classical Arabic and
Ancient Hebrew within a comparative Semitic framework, drawing on
evidence from the Qur’an and the Old Testament as primary linguistic
corpora. It addresses the lack of a semantic comparison that clarifies
similarities and differences in the meanings and functions of temporal
terms in both languages, despite their shared Semitic roots.

The research analyzes the literal and figurative meanings of these
expressions and their textual roles through a comparative semantic
approach based on lexical fields. The terms are classified into major fields
(day, night, eternity, time-span) and minor ones (hour, moment, time,
appointment), supported by parallel textual evidence.

The findings show shared basic meanings but divergent semantic
developments: Arabic contexts tend to emphasize directive meanings,
while Hebrew contexts highlight historical and ritual dimensions. The study
concludes that temporal concepts play a central role in shaping meaning
and defining the human—divine relationship in both traditions.

It recommends further comparative semantic studies to deepen
understanding of linguistic and semantic interaction among Semitic
languages.

Keywords: time, semantics, Classical Arabic, Ancient Hebrew, Semitic
comparison.
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