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Abstract

This research addresses a crucial question in Imami jurisprudence: How can we
study hadiths related to legal rulings in a precise and systematic manner, so that we do
not treat the text merely as a narration to be transmitted, but rather as valid evidence
from which to derive rulings?

The researcher first clarifies that hadiths related to legal rulings are not ordinary
reports, but rather legislative texts connected to the practical conduct of those obligated
to follow Islamic law, such as purification, prayer, zakat, and transactions. Therefore,
they require a specific methodology, distinct from other narrations.

The most important principles presented in this research are: collecting narrations
with a similar meaning and not relying on a single narration, because a legal ruling
cannot be understood from an isolated text. Narrations often address the topic from
different angles, and contradictions may appear between them. However, when these
narrations are collected, these contradictions disappear. The jurist's role here is like that
of a physician who gathers all the symptoms before making a diagnosis. The jurist must
collect narrations from their various sources, compare their chains of transmission and
wording, and connect them to arrive at a comprehensive understanding. He must also
distinguish between the levels of reports: not all reports are of the same value. A report
transmitted by so many people (mutawatir) leads us to definitive knowledge. However,
a report transmitted by a single narrator (ahad) — which is the most common in this field
— requires careful examination because its degree of authenticity varies from sound to
weak depending on the circumstances of the narrators and the supporting or opposing
evidence. One of the necessary steps is to examine the chain of transmission (isnad) by
referring to the principles of biographical evaluation (ilm al-rijal) among the Imami
scholars. This examination relies on a precise distinction between the degrees of
narrators (trustworthy, good, reliable, weak), while being mindful that the soundness of
the chain of transmission alone is insufficient. Two things must be considered: "The
weakness 1s compensated for by the practice of the companions," meaning that if early
jurists relied on a narration with a weak chain of transmission, this indicates the presence
of evidence strengthening it. And "The soundness is weakened by their abandonment,"
meaning that if the companions disregarded a narration with a sound chain of
transmission, this indicates a hidden flaw in it.
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As for the criticism of the text (matn): this refers to examining the content of the
hadith itself, comparing it to the Quran. Because it is the ultimate standard, we ensure
its internal consistency and freedom from inconsistency, and we pay attention to the
style of the imams (may God be pleased with them), for the statement may have been
issued out of dissimulation or guidance and not as binding legislation. The research
provides examples of hadiths with inconsistent texts that were therefore disregarded.

What is incumbent upon the researcher of hadiths related to legal rulings is to
consider the linguistic and grammatical dimensions: these are among the most critical
and precise foundations, because a single word can sometimes carry multiple meanings.
For example, the word "heel": does it refer to the protruding bone on the back of the
foot or to the ankle joint? This difference in meaning completely alters the legal ruling.

Similarly, grammatical rules, such as the position of a word in a sentence—is it
nominative or genitive?—change the scope of the ruling, broadening or narrowing it.
Grammar, therefore, is not a science separate from jurisprudence, but rather part of the
mechanism for producing meaning. Context is a fundamental indicator: it is not correct
to read a hadith in isolation from the circumstances of its issuance. It is essential to
understand the questioner's background (whether they are from Mecca or Medina,
possess some knowledge of jurisprudence or are laypeople), the nature of the situation,
and the political and social environment, such as the practice of taqiyya (dissimulation)
during the time of the Imams. The research provides examples of how the environment
influences and alters understanding, as in the case of "spoils of war" in the context of
khums (one-fifth tax), and the application of the principle of "no harm" to new medical
and economic developments. It also highlights the distinction between legal authority
and compliance, which is a fundamental principle. A jurist may find a hadith to be "legal
authority"—meaning its chain of transmission is sound and its meaning clear—but still
"not adhere to it" due to an external factor, such as a stronger opposing view or the
companions' reluctance to act upon it. This means we reject the hadith entirely but retain
it as a theoretical basis, suspending its practical application. This distinction protects the
Sunnah from neglect and ensures the proper application of legal reasoning.

This distinction safeguards the Sunnah from being neglected and regulates the
process of legal deduction. In conclusion, the research concludes that studying hadiths
of rulings is not merely a technical skill in extraction and correction, but rather a
complex science that combines the sciences of: men, criticism of the chain of
transmission, knowledge to understand the text, language and grammar to control the
meaning, the principles of jurisprudence represented by appearance, authority, rules of
combination, preference and contradiction, and the jurisprudence of history and
environment to understand the context. When these foundations are integrated, the
hadith of rulings will be transformed from a written text into a living evidence from
which what keeps pace with reality is derived without compromising the constants.
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