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Objectives: This study examines the growing use of Iraqi colloquial
language as a distinctive dialectal feature in Iraqi novels written for Arab
readers. Within the transformations characterizing postmodern writing,
many authors attempt to present public voices in their full social and
cultural depth. However, the increasing use of colloquialism can sometimes
become detrimental, rendering certain expressions disconnected from the
literary text and distancing it from its aesthetic literariness especially when
such usage lacks deliberate pragmatic purpose to support communication.
Methodology: Accordingly, this study seeks to demonstrate that colloquial
language, grounded in cultural associations and vocabulary, carries
significant historical and spatial referential dimensions. Three Iraqi novels
were selected, each representing a distinct cultural environment. The
analysis proceeded through three dimensions: (1) norms and references
related to Iraqi dialectal features, (2) the function of communicative speech
acts, and (3) the pragmatic aspects of the selected texts.

Results: A descriptive pragmatic methodology was employed, supported
by comparative and interpretive approaches where relevant, given the
bilingual nature of the novels, which incorporate both Standard Arabic and
Iraqi colloquial speech.

Conclusion: The study concludes that many expressions in Iraqi colloquial
Arabic reflect semantic developments that diverge from established lexical
norms. Furthermore, the use of colloquial dialect may challenge the
effective realization of certain speech acts.

Keywords: speech acts, Pragmatic function, colloquial dialects, Iraqi
novel, Conversational Implicature.
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