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Abstract
Karbala is one of the most prominent
religious tourist destinations in the world,
characterized by its rich history and deep
cultural and religious heritage that attracts
visitors from various countries. This research
focuses on the management of tourism resources
in Karbala, with the main objective of achieving
an effective balance between sustainable
economic development and the preservation of
cultural and religious heritage. Managing these
tourism resources requires the implementation
of integrated strategies to ensure that the local
community benefits from the economic returns
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heritage preservation. These studies demonstrate
that taking thoughtful steps and understanding
the potential impacts of adopted policies can
continuously improve the management of
tourism resources. Essential factors contributing
to the success of sustainable tourism include
effective collaboration among the local
community, tourism industry stakeholders, and
government entities, which necessitates the
promotion of educational and promotional
programs to raise awareness of the importance
of sustainable tourism. The findings of this
research are based on data and information
gathered from various sources, providing clear
recommendations for officials and decision-
makers in Karbala. These recommendations
emphasize the necessity of enhancing
sustainable tourism as an effective means for
achieving the city's economic development. The
importance of these recommendations stems
from the recognition that preserving the city’s
cultural and religious identity should not hinder
economic growth but can instead act as a
primary driver of development.
Keywords: Sustainable Management, Tourism
Resources, Sustainable Tourism, Karbala,
Sustainable Development. ;
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generated by tourism, while at the same time
committing to protecting the cultural and
religious values that represent an essential part
of the city's identity. The study examines the
current state of tourism in Karbala, reviewing the
main tourist and religious landmarks, such as the
shrine of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) and
other sites that reflect the city’s cultural and
religious wealth. Both local and international
tourists show significant interest in these
landmarks, actively contributing to the
enhancement of the local economy through
increased tourism revenue. However, this
positive scenario faces several challenges,
including environmental, social, and cultural
issues. Exploiting tourism resources requires
considering the aspects of environmental
sustainability and the local community to avoid
the negative impacts that may result from an
increase in tourist numbers .Additionally, the
research proposes strategies aimed at achieving
a balance between sustainable development and
the preservation of cultural heritage. These
strategies emphasize the importance of effective
governmental policies and support for
partnerships between the public and private
sectors as primary means to promote sustainable
tourism in the region. Developing sustainable
tourism mandates coordination among all
stakeholders, from local authorities to service
providers, to ensure that developmental goals are
achieved while maintaining the unique
characteristics of Karbala. By analysing
successful case studies from other areas that
have implemented similar methodologies, this
research deduces how to strike a balance
between economic development and cultural
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1 Examples: Common tourism APIs 3
include flight booking APIs, hotel reservation APIs,
and APIs that provide access to destination content,
weather information, and local attractions
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