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Abstract: Child sexual exploitation, while morally reprehensible, remains
a persistent phenomenon that intensifies in contexts of armed conflict.
When perpetrated systematically by regular or irregular armed groups,
particularly in situations where domestic legal systems fail to ensure
accountability, such acts may constitute international crimes. This article
examines the scope and effectiveness of international legal protection
afforded to children against sexual exploitation during armed conflicts and
assesses its implications for domestic legal frameworks. Relying on an
analytical and inductive methodology, the study analyzes key
international instruments, notably the 1989 Convention on the Rights of
the Child and its 2000 Optional Protocol, both ratified by Iraq, alongside
relevant primary and secondary sources. The article highlights the
shortcomings of Iraqi legislation in providing adequate protection for
children and underscores the need for legislative reform, including the
enactment of a comprehensive child protection law, in line with

international legal standards.

Keywords: legal protection, children, sexual exploitation, international

community, armed conflicts.
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