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ECOLOGY AND BIOLOGY OF NABBASH,
Barbus barbulus IN EUPHRATES RIVER,
SOUTH OF BAGHDAD

A.J. Al-Rudainy* A. M. Mohamed** [L.M. Abbas***

ABSTRACT

The ecology and biology of Nabbash, Barbus barbulus were studied
in Euphrates river, south of Baghdad during the period from September
2002 to December 2003. Some of water physico-chemical characteristics
were measured such as water temperature, salt concentration, turbidity,
dissolved oxygen concentration and total organic matter of sediments.
Gonado - somatic index (GSI) and stomach contents of 293 specimens were
determined. The Results indicated an increase in female numbers length
and weight in comparison with those of males of the same age group. A
reverse relation ship between GSI and relative condition factor (Kn) was
noticed. Fishes showed clear fluctuations in their deductive consume plant
sources (76.54 % of the small individuals) or animal sources (75.93 % of
tl.e large Individuals). Data analysis of feeding activity ‘'and intensity
showed highest values in smaller fishes.

* College of Vet. Medicine — Bagdad Univ - Bagdad, Iraq.
##% College of Agric — Basrah Univ. - Basrah, Iraq.
%% Vinistry of Science and Technology — Bagdad, Iraq.
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