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A Geographical Analysis of Poverty in Najaf Governorate: A Comparative
Study Between 2016 and 2024
Assistant Lecturer: Iman Alawi Hadi Mahdi Al-Asadi
University of Babylon / College of Basic Education
Abstract

This research aims to conduct an in-depth geographical analysis of the
phenomenon of poverty in Najaf Governorate by tracking the spatial variation
and relative distribution of the poor among different administrative units. This is
achieved through a comparative study covering the period between 2016 and
2024. The study's problem lies in identifying the fundamental transformations
that have occurred in the map of social and economic deprivation. The research
adopted the descriptive-analytical method and the comparative method in
processing official statistical data issued by the Ministry of Planning/Central
Statistical Organization. The statistical and spatial analyses revealed radical
changes in the relative weights of poverty. While rural or remote administrative
units such as Al-Qadisiyah, Al-Haydariyah, and Al-Shabaka represented the
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primary poverty hotspots in 2016, with rates of 20.8%, 19.3%, and 16.1%
respectively, data from 2024 showed a sharp and unprecedented decline in these
areas, particularly in the Al-Shabaka district, whose relative weight dropped to
only 1%. In contrast to this decline in the peripheries, the study demonstrated
the rise of the phenomenon of “concentrated poverty" in the centers of major
districts. The Kufa district center recorded the highest jump from 7.4% to 18%,
followed by the Al-Mishkhab district center with an increase of 17%, and then
the Najaf district center with 13%. This indicates a shift in the burden of poverty
from the disadvantaged environments on the peripheries to urban centers due to
migration, the pressure of informal settlements, and the low level of services in
the urban belts. The study concludes that in 2024, poverty was concentrated in
just three urban centers, accounting for approximately 48% of cases. This
necessitates the formulation of new spatial development policies that redirect
cash transfers and operational projects towards densely populated cities. It is
also crucial to preserve the developmental gains achieved in areas that have
witnessed significant reductions to ensure that poverty indicators do not rise
again. Ultimately, this aims to achieve balanced development that reduces class
and spatial disparities between the governorate's center and its outlying areas.

Keywords: Poverty, Geographical Analysis, Najaf Governorate
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