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The importance of the Republic of
Venice before the outbreak of the
Great Italian Wars 1494-1559
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Abstract

The Republic of Venice was one of the most important Italian states.
It was characterized by an oligarchic system led by a duke elected by
the Senate. It prospered economically thanks to its extensive trade and
strong navy, with a clear link between religion and state. It sought to
expand its influence in the Mediterranean and Adriatic Seas, which
led to conflicts with the Italian states and the Ottoman Empire.
Moreover, it paved the way for the intervention of other foreign
powers to invade the Italian peninsula.

Keywords: (Venice — The Great Italian Wars — Maritime Trade — The
Habsburg Wars — Valois — Economic and Political Conditions).
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Andrew Michael Chugg, Famous Alexandrian Mummies: The Adventures in
Death of Alexander the Great and Saint Mark the Evangelist, University of
Padua, Proceedings, 2007,p.16 -25
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(') George B. McClellan, op, cit , p. 68.

(")Gherardo ortalli — Dino puncuh, Genova , Venezia , il Levante nei Secoli XII
— X1V, dall’Istituto Veneto DI Scienze, Lettere ED Arti, Genova,2000,p.235 -
237.

(") Quoted in: George B. McClellan ,op , cit ,p.68.
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(') David Jacoby, Between Venice and Alexandria: Trade and the Movement of
Precious Metals in the Early Mamluk period, The Hebrew Universtiy of
Jerusalem, 2018, p. 128 — 130.

(")Luciano Pezzolo,op , cit, p.6.

(") Benjamin Kohl, op, cit,p. 76 — 78.

(‘) S. Romanin, Storia pocumentata pi Venezia, delll Editore Naratovic, dell
Editore Naratovich,Venezia, 1853 -1861, p.335.
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Reformation, Volume 2, The Council of Basel — The Papal Restoration 1418 —
1464, Cambridge University Press, New york, 1882,p. 365 -423.
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()TS.MA.E777/19.

(")John Julius Norwich,op,cit, p.553.
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(') Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire 1300- 1650 ,the structure of power, third
edition, red Globe press,2019,p.25- 26.
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