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Abstract: Self-driving vehicles are among the most prominent
applications of technological advancement in transportation. They rely
on intelligent systems and advanced software that enable them to
navigate and make decisions without direct human intervention. This
development has raised significant legal issues, particularly concerning
the determination of civil liability for damages arising from accidents
involving these vehicles. The traditional system of civil liability, based
on personal fault, faces difficulties in application when the harmful act
results from a technical malfunction or an automated decision made by
an intelligent system, thus limiting the possibility of attributing fault to

the driver or user.

Civil liability for damages caused by self-driving vehicles revolves
around finding the appropriate legal basis for compensation, whether
based on fault-based liability, liability for being in charge of a thing,
liability for dangerous acts, or even adopting modern theories based on
strict liability and strict liability. The question also arises as to who is
responsible for the damage: the vehicle owner, the user, the
manufacturer, or the software developer, especially given the multiple

parties involved in the design and operation of these vehicles. In the
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absence of specific legislation in many countries, including Iraq, the
general rules of civil law remain the governing framework for civil
liability for these damages, despite their shortcomings in addressing the
complex technical nature of autonomous vehicles. This necessitates
legislative intervention to establish specific legal regulations that strike a
balance between encouraging technological innovation and ensuring the
protection of those harmed through the provision of fair and effective

compensation.
Keywords: Civil Liability, Vehicle damage, compensation
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