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Abstract: The energy variable plays a pivotal role in China's foreign
policy towards West African countries, focusing on Sierra Leone and
Nigeria as the two main models within this study, since the beginning of
the new millennium, Energy has become one of the vital factors
shaping China's relations with African countries, as Beijing seeks to
secure the energy sources necessary to support its accelerated
economic growth, through the economic and diplomatic strategy
followed by China, it has strengthened its presence in West Africa,
taking advantage of oil reserves and other natural resources, in the
case of Nigeria, it is the largest oil producer in Africa, as China has
adopted an active investment policy, resulting in the signing of several
Economic and trade agreements, in addition to increasing cooperation
in the areas of infrastructure and development, as for Sierra Leone,
China has also been active in the exploitation of natural resources,
including minerals. Chinese investments have contributed to the
strengthening of bilateral relations, giving China greater influence in the
region. However, the research points to the challenges that China
faces, such as fears of exploitation and environmental and social

impacts.
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