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Semantic contrast and its impact on shaping meaning in Al-Maydani’s
collection of proverbs
L. Murtadha Razzaqg Habal
College of Open Education / Al-Muthanna Study Center
Abstract

The study examines the phenomenon of semantic contrast in the book "Majma’
al-Amthal" (The Collection of Proverbs) by Al-Maydani. It also seeks to
demonstrate its impact on conveying the semantic indications and objectives of
proverbial texts within their textual context. Undoubtedly, semantic contrast is a
significant linguistic phenomenon among other relations—such as synonymy,
variation, and linguistic derivation—that collectively constitute what is known
as "'semantic relations," with contrast being the most prominent. This study aims
to highlight the importance of contrast and its role in understanding the
proverbial texts employed by Al-Maydani, utilizing a descriptive-inductive
approach. It explores the perspectives of linguists on this phenomenon, as well
as the overt and covert factors governing it. The study reveals the presence of
this phenomenon at the level of individual words, as well as verbal and nominal
structures. Furthermore, it demonstrates that this phenomenon is based on
elements of binary opposition—whether through antonymy, divergence, or
contradiction—pertaining to both form and meaning, or meaning alone. Both
types function to evoke associations and meanings within the recipient's mind.

Keywords: Semantic Contrast, Semantics, Majma’ al-Amthal, Al-Maydani
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