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Abstract

This research examines the jurisprudential differences between an
illegitimate child (Walad al-Zina), a child of imprecation (Walad al-
Li’an), and a foundling (Laqit), focusing on their definitions and the
Sharia rulings pertaining to each.
The study clarifies that an illegitimate child is the result of an illicit
relationship, whereas a child of imprecation is born within a valid
marriage but has their paternity legally denied by the father. A
foundling, however, is a child of unknown parentage who has been
abandoned.
Furthermore, the research discusses Sharia rulings regarding
leadership in prayer (Imamah), testimony, and funeral prayers,
demonstrating that Islamic law does not hold a child accountable for
the sins of their parents. It also highlights the disagreements among
jurists on specific issues, such as the admissibility of testimony and
leadership in prayer, while noting their consensus on the
establishment of lineage through the mother’s side. The paper
concludes that these rulings are built upon achieving justice and
preserving human dignity, while strictly regulating lineage and
inheritance according to Sharia.
Keywords:(( Illegitimate child, Child of imprecation (Walad al-
Li’an), Foundling (Laqit), Lineage (Nasab), Inheritance, Testimony,
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