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Criminal liability for spreading rumors

Dr. Hamoud Haider Mubarak

Summary

Criminal liability for spreading rumors arises when false or unverified
information is published or disseminated if it is likely to harm security, public
order, the vital interests of the state, or the reputation of individuals. This crime
is considered a crime of endangerment, as it is sufficient that the rumor is likely
to cause unrest, panic, or a weakening of public confidence, without requiring
actual harm to occur. Its establishment requires the material element, which is
the act of publication by any means, particularly electronic means. The moral
element is based on the perpetrator's knowledge of the falsity of the information
and their intention to disseminate it. Responsibility also extends to those who
contribute to its publication if they possess both knowledge and intent. The
provisions criminalizing such acts are usually found within the context of crimes
affecting state security or public order, and must be interpreted narrowly to
achieve a balance between protecting society and guaranteeing freedom of
expression.
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