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Abstract: Deterrence and punitive measures alone are no longer
sufficient to ensure tax compliance, as evidenced by the persistence of
tax evasion despite the severity of legal penalties. Contemporary tax
approaches have therefore moved beyond the traditional deterrence
model toward a deeper exploration of human psychology and the
analysis of underlying motivations. This shift emphasizes disciplines
concerned with understanding the taxpayer’s psychological structure
and the factors influencing behavior. Taxpayer psychology has thus
emerged as an interdisciplinary field integrating psychology, law, and
economics to interpret taxpayers’ behavior toward tax legislation and to

analyze the diverse motives underlying compliance.

This study examines the principal factors influencing the shaping of
taxpayer behavior, which are categorized as ideological, cultural and
social, as well as legal and administrative. However, the Iraqi
legislature’s reliance on a materialistic conception of the taxpayer,
detached from psychological motivations, has negatively affected
voluntary compliance rates. Accordingly, it is essential to focus on the
subjective dimension of tax behavior by involving psychological experts
in the formulation of tax legislation and by linking taxation to tangible
public services that foster a culture of compliance, transforming it into
an automatic societal practice. Such an approach seeks to achieve a
balanced equilibrium between the authority of the law and the

taxpayer’s conviction.
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