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Abstract:
This research aims to study the terms used in the Holy Quran to describe
the hardening of the heart, and the implications of these terms, which in—
dicate the reasons for the hearts closure to guidance and its inability to be
affected by divine signs. The study addressed the terms used in the Holy
Quran that indicate this meaning, such as:, akna, aqfal, rin, al-tab (seal-
ing), al-khatim (stamp), and others, analyzing them semantically by re-
ferring to their linguistic roots in dictionaries, their meanings in Quran
usage, and their role in painting a rhetorical picture of the state of the heart
that is closed to the truth.
My research relied on the semantic approach, which is based on reveal-
ing the contextual meanings of words and comparing them with their

_, original linguistic uses, in addition to highlighting the subtle differences
\ between them. The study concluded that the Holy Quran did not limit
| itselfto a single word in describing the veiling of the heart, but rather var—
' ied these words in contexts according to integrated patterns that reflect

degrees of closure: from partial heedlessness to complete closure. These
terms appear in various contexts in the Holy Quran; sometimes to de—
scribe the state of disbelievers in their rejection of the truth, sometimes to
clarify Gods law of retribution for continued aversion, or to describe the
state of heedlessness that hurmans experience, reflecting the precision of
the Qurams terms and the eloquence of their meanings.

This study confirms that the Qunan terms related to the veiling of the
heart carry multiple meanings that go beyond their lexical meaning to
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form a comprehensive view of the nature of the relationship between the

heart and guidance, highlighting the educational, rhetorical, and expres—
sive dimensions of these terms in the Qunan discourse.

Keywords: heart blindness, Quran terms, meaning, context, heart.
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