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Abstract:
The dialectic of life and death is among the most prominent existential is—
sues that have preoccupied human thought across the ages. It represents a
duality that never converges yet cannot be separated. life, by its very nature,
refers us to death as an inevitable existential condition, while death, in turn,
grants life its value and meaning by virtue of being contingent upon the po-
tential end of every living being. From this perspective, the human predic—
ament emerges in the awareness of reality: how can existence arise under

¢ theshadow ofan inevitable end, and how does knowledge of death become
| aframework that guides ethical, cognitive, and existential behavior?

! This study proceeds from a central hypothesis that death is not merely an
~ actual end, but a structural element that attracts meaning and reshapes it

within various intellectual and narrative frameworks. Every moment of
human life aligns with a temporality marked by the persistent paradox of
certainty and doubt, where death surrounds life as an existential value that
drives humans toward questions of purpose, the meaning of living, and re—
sponsibility toward the self and others.

The paper aims to reveal how this duality is reformulated in philosophi—
cal and literary texts, and how narrative metaphors, symbols, and tempo-
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rality—particularly seasonal changes and major transitions in the human
lifespan—contribute to reconstructing the overall image of death as destiny
rather than as a transient event. It also seeks to analyze levels of knowledge
about death, ranging from provisional certainty to epistemic doubt rooted
in human experience, and how these levels lead to the formation of ethical

derstanding of the relationship between life and death within their cultural
and philosophical contexts.
Keywords: Conflict, Love, Illness, Corruption, Killing, War, Betrayal.
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