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The Semantics of Qur’anic Terminology Between Linguistic
Usage and Exegetical Interpretation

Prof. Dr. Salam Aboud Hassan
Iraqi University — College of Education for Women

Abstract

This study examines the semantic dimension of Qur’anic terminology by exploring the
relationship between Arabic linguistic usage and exegetical interpretation. It is based on the
premise that Qur’anic terms cannot be properly understood without an integrative approach
that combines linguistic meaning, contextual usage, and the overarching purposes of the
Qur’anic discourse. The study aims to clarify how Qur’anic meaning is constructed through
the transition from general linguistic significance to specific legal or conceptual meanings,
while highlighting the mechanisms of semantic stability and development in Qur’anic usage.
Employing a descriptive—analytical methodology, the study draws primarily on the works of
Sunni exegetes and legal theorists, while selectively engaging with insights from modern
semantic studies within a disciplined framework. The findings indicate that linguistic meaning
constitutes the primary methodological foundation for understanding Qur’anic terminology,
yet it remains insufficient without due consideration of Qur’anic context and exegetical
guidance. Furthermore, the study demonstrates that differences among exegetes in interpreting
Qur’anic terms do not signify semantic instability, but rather reflect the richness and
multidimensionality of meaning within a unified textual framework. The study concludes by
emphasizing the necessity of an integrative and methodologically grounded approach to
Qur’anic terminology in order to achieve a precise understanding of the Qur’anic message and
to limit contemporary interpretive excesses.

Keywords: Qur’anic terminology; linguistic semantics; Qur’anic usage; exegesis; semantic

development.
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