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Abstract

This research aims to study contemporary media Orientalism as
an extension of a historical process that has accumulated over cen-

turies and transformed in the modern era into an influential com-
munication system that permeates the collective consciousness of
Arab and Muslim youth. The research is based on the premise that
digital transformations and the growing role of Western media
in the public sphere have contributed to the reproduction of ste—
reotypical images of identity and religion, but through new and
more influential tools, such as social media platforms, visual dis—
course, and indirect cultural propaganda. The study reveals that
, the content of Orientalist media is no longer based on classical
\ academic discourse, but rather relies on narrative and represen—
;" tational methods that reshape young people>s understanding of
" cultural and religious affiliation.

The research adopted a historical and analytical approach, trac-
ing the roots of this discourse from its earliest manifestations in
the 18th and 19th centuries to its current form, concealed within
media and entertainment content. The findings reveal that me-

dia Orientalism contributes, to varying degrees, to distorting cer—
tain concepts of Islamic identity by presenting religion in an in-
dividualistic framework divorced from its civilizational context,
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portraying heritage as an obstacle to modernity, and depicting]
Islamic culture through a security—oriented or problematic lens.
Keywords: (Media Orientalism, Youth Awareness — Representa—
tive Discourse — Digital Media)
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