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The concept of dhimma in Islamic law
M.M. Sarah Youssef Kazem Al-Mimar

Abstract
This research revolves around the concept of Ad-Dhimmah (the
Legal/Moral Conscience) in Islamic Sharia, as it represents one of the
most intricate concepts upon which jurisprudential issues are built. It
is defined as a conceptual receptacle (Wi’a’ I’tibari) presumed to exist
within the individual, serving as a locus for establishing rights both for
and against them.The study aims to clarify the notional reality of Ad-
Dhimmah across various schools of thought (Madhahib) and to
regulate the standards of liability (Ishtighal) and discharge (Bara’ah)
by identifying the causes that lead to the attachment of rights to the
Dhimmah. Furthermore, it seeks to enhance legal culture by proving
that the Dhimmah is not exonerated except through performance

(Ada’) or remission (Ibra’). Among the most significant findings is that
Ad-Dhimmabh is not merely an abstract moral term, but rather a sharia-

-\Ye_
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based legal entity that transforms obligations into enforceable rights
that do not lapse except through a legitimate legal justification, in
addition to the roles that sanity and puberty play in the activation of
liability".

Keywords

concept, dhimma, jurisprudence« Sharia, Islamic.
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