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Abstract

This research examines grammatical interpretation (ta’wil nahwi) in the
works of Ibn Abi al-Rabi1" (d. 688 AH), focusing on his book A/-Kafi fi al-
Ifsah, which is considered one of the important commentaries on AI/-Idah
by Abu "Alf al-Farisi. The study aims to clarify Ibn Abi al-Rabi*’s concept
of grammatical interpretation, identify its types and causes, and explain its
function in interpreting syntactic phenomena that appear to deviate from
established grammatical rules.

Linguistically, ta ‘wil originally means “returning” or “reverting,” while in
technical usage it refers to diverting a word from its apparent meaning to
another plausible meaning, provided that such an interpretation is
consistent with authoritative linguistic or contextual principles. Ibn Abi al-
Rabi’ frequently resorted to grammatical interpretation in various
problematic contexts where apparent syntactic ambiguity arises.

The research reveals several forms of grammatical interpretation employed
by Ibn Abt al-Rab1’, most notably:

1. Ellipsis and estimation (omission and implicit reconstruction).
2. Interpretation according to meaning.

3. Addition.

4. Fronting and postponement.

The study concludes that Ibn Ab1 al-Rabi’ was not merely a transmitter of
earlier grammatical views, but rather practiced grammatical interpretation
as a systematic analytical tool that integrates grammatical analogy with
semantic understanding. This reflects a profound linguistic awareness and
demonstrates that, for him, grammatical interpretation served as a means
of enriching grammatical study rather than restricting it. Consequently, he
contributed to establishing grammatical interpretation as an explanatory
methodology within the Arabic linguistic tradition.
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