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The Mandaean Sabian community in Iraq during the Ottoman period preserved its social cohesion through
shared customs and traditions that distinguished it from others. Their daily life was closely tied to running water,
which led them to settle mainly near rivers in order to perform their rituals. From the religious perspective, they
maintained their unique practices such as baptism and prayers, reflecting their adherence to principles of purity
and cleanliness, along with a relative isolation from other religious groups. Culturally, they played an important
role in preserving their heritage by recording and safeguarding their sacred texts in the Mandaic language, which

helped sustain their identity and ensured their distinct presence within Iraq’s diverse society.
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