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Abstract
This research aims to conduct a systematic comparison between the university curriculum for the Department of
Art Education in Iraq and its Finnish counterpart, focusing on the integration of design thinking skills. The
research adopted a comparative approach to analyze the curriculum content, using a content analysis checklist
to assess the extent to which the stages of design thinking are included, including empathy, problem
identification, idea generation, modeling, and testing. The sample included official Iraqi curriculum documents
and the study plans of leading Finnish universities in preparing visual arts teachers. The results showed that the
Finnish curriculum integrates design thinking skills systematically and comprehensively, relying on project-
based learning, a stimulating learning environment, the use of technology, and continuous evaluation of art
projects. In contrast, the Iraqi curriculum appeared limited in its inclusion of these skills, with a heavy reliance
on traditional teaching and a focus on technical aspects without linking them to design thinking processes. The
comparison revealed a clear gap between the two countries in educational philosophy, teaching methods, learning
environment, and the integration of ¥ )st-century skills. Based on the findings, the research concluded that the
Iraqi curriculum needs to be restructured to include design thinking systematically, provide a supportive learning
environment, integrate technology, adopt project-based learning, and develop training programs for faculty
members. It is also suggested that future studies be conducted to evaluate the impact of these modifications on
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developing students' artistic creativity. Keywords: Art education, university curriculum, design thinking,

international comparison, Iraq, Finland
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