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Introduction:

Praise be to Allah, who created humankind, taught him eloquence, created the pen and commanded him: “Write
what is in the heavens and on the earth,” and swore by it, saying: “He who taught by the pen.” The number
twelve is mentioned in the Qur’an — in the forms “ithnata ‘ashar / ithnatee ‘ashar / ithna ‘ashar” — five
times. Four of these refer to the twelve tribes or clans (the “isbat”), while the fifth refers to the twelve lunar
months and their connection to that number. This indicates that numbers have hidden significances linked to
human existence, serving as symbols that may signal either a forthcoming glad tiding or a portent of misfortune.
In the Qur’anic worldview, the number twelve represents a unit of organization and division, whether in history
or in spiritual and scientific life. It appears, for example, in the context of the prophets of the Children of Israel:
the twelve tribes symbolize both unity and diversity, and testify to divine wisdom in the distribution of roles.
Thus, this number does not appear merely as a quantitative figure, but as a cosmic and spiritual symbol tied to
both the universal and human order. It also helps to appreciate the precision of Qur’anic inimitability in selecting
numbers and their symbolic meanings.After an in-depth study, and in accordance with the nature of the subject,
the research is divided into four main chapters and a conclusion:
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o Chapter One: The concept of number, linguistically and technically — subdivided into: (1) number in the
linguistic sense, (2) number in the technical (terminological) sense, and (3) types of numbers in the Qur’an.

e Chapter Two: The connotations of the number 12 in the context of Qur’anic narratives — including: (1) the
twelve springs, (2) the twelve leaders (“naqibs™), (3) the twelve stars, and (4) the “hawariyyiin” in a certain
Sura.

e Chapter Three: The temporal and cosmic dimensions of the number 12.

e Chapter Four: A comparative exegesis of the number 12 in Jewish and Christian traditions — with (1) its
occurrence in the Torah and (2) its appearance in the Gospel.

Keywords: Isbat (tribes), haward, ithnata ‘ashar, ithnatee ‘ashar, ithnd ‘ashar.
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