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Abstract
This study aims to identify audience engagement with news reels published on Iraqi television channels’ pages
on the TikTok application, by examining the patterns, levels, and motivations of this engagement. The study
also seeks to measure the most common forms of interaction, such as likes, comments, shares, saves, and
follows, in addition to identifying the relationship between audience characteristics and their level of
engagement with this type of content, as well as the most-followed channels on the platform.The study adopted
the descriptive survey method, and data were collected through a questionnaire distributed to an available
random sample of (150) respondents from Iraqi TikTok users who follow and interact with news reels.
Statistical analysis was conducted to identify levels and trends of engagement, determine audience motivations
for interaction, and examine the impact of trust in short-form news content on enhancing audience engagement.
The findings revealed that audience engagement with news reels varies according to usage motivations and the
intensity of exposure to TikTok. The results also showed that trust in the news source plays a significant role
in increasing audience engagement rates. The study concludes with a set of findings that highlight the
importance of wunderstanding audience behavior toward short news videos on social media

platforms.Keywords Audience Engagement — Interaction — News Reels — Iraqi Satellite Television Channels
— TikTok
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