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The Impact of Costume on the Dramatic Transformations of Characters in
Iraqi Theater Performances
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Abstract
This study aimed to explore the impact of costume on character dramatic transformations in Iraqi theatrical
productions. It analyzed three Iraqi plays representing different directorial styles (realism, symbolism, and
experimental) between 2015 and 2024. The research employed a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing
analytical observation and visual analysis of the plays and scenes to determine the effect of costume on character
dramatic transformations.The results showed that theatrical costume is an effective element in embodying
character dramatic transformations. The gradation of color, material, and form contributes to enhancing the
viewer's visual perception and clarifying the stages of the character's psychological and social transformation.
The results also indicated that the integration of costume with other performance elements (lighting, movement,
and set design) enhances the clarity of the transformations and makes them more impactful. The study's three
hypotheses were confirmed: the relationship between costume and character dramatic transformations, its role

in viewer perception, and the importance of costume elements in clarifying the stages of
transformation. Keywords: Costume — Dramatic Transformations — Character — Iraqi Theater
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