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The Egyptian military establishment witnessed a comprehensive revolution in its structure between 1856 and
1863, reshaping its human element. It transitioned from a system of racial privileges to one of military
citizenship through the introduction of compulsory conscription for all Egyptians. This transformation led to
the integration of the sons of notables and tribal sheikhs with the peasant class into a single national entity,
while simultaneously opening up avenues for advancement to higher ranks to native Egyptians (the sons of
Arabs). This approach to the officer corps transformed the institution from a military tool subservient to the
ruling family into a truly national entity, laying the historical foundation for the emergence of a national
military elite. The defense system during this era was also characterized by the adoption of a strategy of
technological revitalization, manifested in the reactivation of specialized military academies and the revival of
scientific activity through military missions to leading European schools (French and Prussian). This
development was not limited to academic aspects and the acquisition of modern artillery, but extended to the
modernization of the logistical system. Physical coercion was replaced with modern disciplinary systems, and
the efficiency of recruitment, medical services, and uniforms was improved, restoring the dignity of the
Egyptian soldier and reducing desertion to its lowest historical levels. During this period, the Egyptian military
transcended its traditional role, transforming into a powerful force on the regional and international political
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stage. It underwent field trials in diverse geographical locations around the world, from Crimea to Mexico to

Yemen. These foreign engagements demonstrated the institution's capacity for strategic adaptation and its
ability to manage complex logistical operations far from supply bases.
This solidified the image of the Egyptian soldier as a disciplined military element and restored Egypt's standing
as an influential power in the international military balance of power at the time.
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