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This research examines the contemporary Islamic jurisprudential perspective on Muslim women's assumption of
authority and high-ranking positions in the state. It provides a critical analysis of classical and modern juristic
opinions, classifying them into three main trends: the first strictly prohibits such roles based on general texts and
early juristic views; the second permits women to occupy certain positions, such as judiciary or administration,
but excludes major leadership roles; and the third allows women to assume various political positions, provided
they possess the required qualifications and meet the conditions of leadership. The study relies on the Qur’an
and the Sunnah as primary sources, presenting and analyzing the evidences of each view in terms of authenticity
and interpretation, while also considering historical contexts, social change, and contemporary needs. The paper
concludes by presenting the most valid opinion, based on a methodology that considers jurisprudential balancing

and consequential reasoning, and calls for a renewed reading of Islamic texts in light of maqasid al-shari‘ah
(higher objectives of Islamic law) and the evolving realities of modern society.
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