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Abstract:
This study aims to uncover the environmental features of the postcolonial phase and the effects inflicted upon
nature and human beings as a consequence of the repressive practices imposed by colonialism. Consequently,
postcolonial ecocriticism has emerged to analyze the relationships that bind humans, nature, and the cosmos,
and to interpret colonial impacts on them. These concerns are reflected in the poetry of Saad Yaseen Yousif,
which highlights the crucial role of nature through symbols and motifs that populate the poetic text. The
theoretical framework of the study is grounded in postcolonial ecocriticism and examines the effects that the
colonizing country left on the colonized land, its people, and its environment, in addition to the role of ecocritical
criticism in exposing and unveiling these aspects. The study’s procedural (operational) framework relies on a
selection of prominent poems that disclose the remnants of wars and their effects on nature. Specifically, the
research examines several excerpts from three poems — “The Tree of Descent,” “The Tree of the Poem,” and
“The Tree of Adam” — through which the poet Saad Yaseen Yousif mirrors reality with all its negative
implications for the environment. Methodologically, the research employs a descriptive-analytical approach
that inspects literary phenomena and accounts for them in order to determine their textual functions and
semantic interactions.Keywords: Postcolonialism; Nature; Ecocriticism; Saad Yaseen Yousif
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