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Processions on Religious Occasions in Istanbul 1520-1566
Ali Thamer Wahbi Abdullah
University of Mosul, College of Pharmacy
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University of Mosul, College of Arts, Department of History
Abstract

The religious processions in Istanbul during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the
and political phenomenon « social<Magnificent (1520-1566 AD) were a religious
that contributed to shaping public life in the Ottoman capital, because the
processions were not merely ceremonial practices or devotional rituals, but
played an active role in organizing society and consolidating political legitimacy
, It played an important social role in strengthening community cohesion, and in
transforming streets and public squares into shared spaces for the public practice
of religious rituals. It also reveals its economic dimensions through its role in
stimulating markets and crafts and redistributing resources through donations,
alms and endowments, especially during major religious seasons , Through the
royal processions, political power was transformed into a visible spectacle, in
which the sultan appeared as an imam, a victorious ruler, the custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, and a patron of religious life. Thus, the organization of
religious processions in Istanbul is fundamental to understanding the
mechanisms of Ottoman governance and urban life
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