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Abstract
This study examines the theme of “the unspoken” in Iraqi narrative literature, particularly in the novels of Natiq
Khulusi (selected models). It focuses on how this aspect of narration transcends traditional thematic worlds and
addresses issues that are forbidden and taboo within the broader social sphere. The study also explores how the
novelist’s narrative texts incorporate such issues.The research discusses three of Khulusi’s novels: The Search
for Refuge, Jasmine Gardens, and Gates of Paradise. The selected novels function as a mirror of Iraqi society
during the last two decades of the current century. The novelist also seeks to achieve his aim of separating the

society of virtue from the society of vice through his treatment of the forbidden trinity: politics, religion, and
sexKeywords: the unspoken, the novel, politics, religion, sex, Natiq Khulusi.
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