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Abstract

This research examines the evolution of the intellectual and reformist discourse of Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi
Shams al-Din, considering him one of the most prominent figures in contemporary Islamic political thought.
The study highlights the fundamental shifts in his political theorization, particularly his formulation of the
theory of "the mandate of the nation over itself" (Wilayat al-Ummah ala Nafsiha) as an objective alternative
that achieves harmony between Islamic authenticity and the requirements of the modern state. The research
also addresses his innovative vision regarding rights issues, such as his acknowledgment of women's full
eligibility for political work and authority. The research concludes that Sheikh Shams al-Din's reformist
discourse was characterized by political realism and jurisprudential flexibility, significantly contributing to

providing theoretical and practical solutions to the dilemmas of pluralism and despotism in Islamic societies.
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