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Abstract

British interest in Malaya began in 1786 after the English East India Company leased the island of Penang.
During the second half of the nineteenth century, Britain sought to secure its interests in the region following the
intensification of colonial competition and the outbreak of civil wars in some of the Malay states, whose rulers
appealed to Britain for assistance. Consequently, the Pangkor Treaty was signed in 1874, which was considered
the beginning of official intervention in Malaya, as a British Resident was appointed in each state. However,
Britain did not stop there; rather, it united the states into a federal union in 1896 under the authority of the
Resident-General, who became the controller of Malay affairs, while the role of the rulers was limited to religious
matters. Since the late nineteenth century, Britain had realized the weakness of Siam and its exposure to threats
from France; therefore, it decided to take control of the northern Malay states that were under Siamese authority.
Indeed, a treaty was signed with the King of Siam in 1909 that guaranteed British control over these states, and

Britain began appointing British advisers until 1914, when the state of Johor agreed to accept a British adviser.
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