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Abstract
This study aims to examine the phenomenon of multilingualism as reflected in Arabic sources during the
medieval period, specifically through the book “Al-Maghrib fi Tartib al-Mu‘arrab” by Abu al-Fath Nasir al-Din
al-Matrizi (d. 610 AH /1213 AD). The research adopts the concept of “Middle Arabic” as a dynamic historical
stage that brings together Classical Arabic and colloquial varieties. It discusses multilingualism as a social
phenomenon rather than a deviation, addressing the interaction between Arabic and foreign languages, as well
as semantic variation linked to social classes, professions, and geographical environmentsThe study concludes
that Arabic in the medieval period was neither isolated nor pure; rather, it was a dynamic and interactive
linguistic system that both influenced and was influenced by its multilingual surroundings. Al-Matrizi’s work
demonstrates that multilingualism was a fundamental feature of society and culture, and that Arabic lexicons
served as a conscious record of this civilizational interaction rather than an attempt to purify the language from
it. The study presents a model for reading Arabic lexicographical heritage through a sociolinguistic lens that
captures the living social dimension of language.
Keywords: Multilingualism, Sociolinguistics, Arabization (Loanwords), Middle Arabic
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