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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the spatial and temporal variation in the spread of drug abuse in the city of
Khaldiyah in Al-Anbar Governorate for the period (2020-2024), in order to identify the geographical patterns,
temporal trends, and influencing factors associated with the phenomenon. The study relied on official data from
the Al-Anbar Police Directorate — Department of Drug Control and Psychotropic Substances, as well as statistical
and geographical analysis using tables, maps, and graphs to determine the numerical and proportional
distribution of the recorded cases.The results showed a sharp increase in drug abuse cases from 17 cases in 2020

to 77 cases in 2024—an increase of more than 350%—with a clear concentration of cases in low-income, densely
populated neighborhoods such as Al-Amin and Al-‘Urubah, compared to lower levels in higher-income areas
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such as Al-Mu‘allimeen and Al-Quds. The study also indicated that the phenomenon is influenced by a set of
intertwined factors, most notably unemployment, poverty, weak family and community awareness, in addition
to shortcomings in security and monitoring measures. The research concludes that drug abuse in the city is taking
a distinctly upward trajectory both spatially and temporally, which requires adopting an integrated preventive
strategy that includes community awareness, tightened security control, activating Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) to identify hotspots, and establishing specialized treatment and rehabilitation centers to limit the
future expansion of the problem.Keywords:( Spatial and temporal variation, drugs, geographical analysis,
unemployment, social security)
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