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Executive Authority Oversight of Oil Revenues
Dr. Khaldoun Attia Mazhar
Imam Jaafar Al-Sadiq University, Dhi Qar Branch / Department of Public Law
Abstract:
Oil revenues are the cornerstone of the Iraqi economy, making effective oversight
essential for their sound management and the achievement of sustainable
development. The Iraqi executive branch, represented by the Council of Ministers,
the Ministry of Oil, and its affiliated entities, plays a pivotal role in managing
these revenues from extraction and marketing to financial distribution. However,
this branch does not operate in isolation from a multi-tiered oversight system,
encompassing parliamentary, financial, and administrative oversight. Oversight
of oil revenues is exercised through various mechanisms, most notably
monitoring the implementation of the general budget and auditing oil revenues by
specialized oversight bodies. Furthermore, the Council of Representatives holds
the government accountable through mechanisms such as questioning,
interpellation, and votes of no confidence, thus upholding the principle of political
accountability. Administrative oversight also contributes to enhancing
transparency and efficiency in oil revenue management by regulating procedures
and reducing waste and corruption in a sector that is the primary source of national
income. Despite the existence of these mechanisms, oversight of oil revenues
faces numerous challenges, including weak institutional coordination, the
influence of political factors, and the near-total dependence of the rentier
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economy on oil. This limits the effectiveness of oversight, sometimes rendering
it more formal than substantive. Therefore, there is a pressing need to strengthen
the independence of oversight bodies, activate the principle of transparency, and
develop the legal framework to ensure sound and sustainable management of oil
revenues in Irag.

Keywords: Oversight, Executive Authority, Oil Revenues, Iraq, Transparency,
Accountability
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