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The Employment of Digital Media Technologies in Addressing Issues of
Extremism and Terrorism Targeting Iraqgi Youth: A Descriptive-Analytical
Study
A.L. Hasan Hamid Yagoub — University of Sumer
A.L. Ahmed Hussein Kamel — University of Sumer
A.L. Afaq Fadel Kazim — University of Sumer

Abstract:

Today’s digital world is undergoing rapid transformations that have given rise to
virtual environments which have become fertile ground for attracting young
people and shaping their ideas; indeed, Iragi youth are perhaps among the groups
most vulnerable to this ideological infiltration, given the fragility of the social and
political context in which they live. From this perspective, this study seeks to
investigate the mechanisms by which digital media employs its technologies to
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address issues of extremism and terrorism directed specifically at Iragi youth. The
study aims to reveal the nature of the communication patterns used in this context,
and the emotional, sentimental and intellectual stimuli they entail, which target
young people’s value systems and intellectual orientations, whilst focusing on the
role played by the technical characteristics of new digital media in shaping
extremist messages or in confronting and countering them. This study falls within
the category of descriptive-analytical research, relying on the analytical approach
as a primary tool for deconstructing the content of the selected sample and
revealing its intellectual frameworks. From this, fundamental questions emerge
regarding the nature of the digital technologies employed in this discourse, and
the mechanisms of its psychological impact on young recipients within the
specific Iraqi context. The study’s findings revealed a close correlation between
the quality of technical implementation and the level of ability to penetrate the
value system of young people, implying that countering this discourse is only
effective when it relies on the very same technological capabilities used by the
extremists themselves, The significance of this study lies in the fact that it offers
a sound scientific perspective to decision-makers and educators, assisting them in
developing counter-digital strategies capable of fortifying young people and
strengthening their intellectual resilience against extremist infiltration

Keywords: digital media, ideological extremism, terrorism, lragi youth
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