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Al-Radi’s (d. 686 AH) position on Qur’anic readings in his book Sharh Kafiyat

Ibn al-Hajib.
Assist. Prof. Dr.Haider Farhan Abed
University of wasit /collage of education-Arabic Department

Al-Radt’s position reveals that he does not consider Qur’anic readings to be
mutawatir (mass-transmitted) from the Prophet ;% rather, he regards them as
transmitted among the reciters themselves. He also does not differentiate, in terms
of evidentiary value, between the canonical (seven) and anomalous readings,
employing both in grammatical argumentation, albeit with varying degrees of
acceptance depending on their conformity to recognized Arabic linguistic usage.
When multiple variants of a single reading exist, al-Radi tends to privilege the form
that accords with grammatical analogy (qgiyas), reflecting his strong analogical
orientation and extensive grammatical expertise. This is further evidenced by his
frequent reliance on the views of Aba “Ali al-Farisi, after which he selects the
reading that best aligns with established patterns in Arabic Al-Radi treats Qur’anic
readings as a significant source of grammatical evidence, at times using them to
establish grammatical rules. In other instances, however, he characterizes certain
readings as weak, irregular, necessitated, or illusory when they lack either a sound
analogical basis or reliable transmission from Arabic usage. In some cases, once

convinced of the authenticity of a given reading—whether canonical

anomalous—al-Radi prioritizes it over established grammatical rules, granting it

greater evidentiary authority than analogy

Keywords: Qur’anic Readings — al-Radi’s View — Commentary on lbn al-Hajib’s

Kafiyah.
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