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Humor among Arabs at the Beginning of Islam and Rashidi Era
Dr. Hanaa Salem Dhaya
University of Mosul / College of Arts / Department of History
Abstract:

Arabs were accustomed to humor before the advent of Islam, when they gathering
in circular settings around storytellers, in the streets or around fires, who in turn
narrated to them rare stories, jokes, and tales for their amusement. They were also
interested in humor during the Islamic Ages, and Islam did not forbid lighthearted
jokes or humor that was compatible with its teachings and did not offend others’
feelings-whether young or old, rich or poor-as long as the aim was amusement
and relief from the burdens of life. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
joked with his family and companions, and those who exchanged humor with him
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did so with reverence.Human souls become bored with a serious life and therefore
need to allow themselves a little amusement. It is said that the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) told Hanzala: “An hour and an hour.” This means that
human beings are in one state at one hour and in another state at another hour. It
iIs also said that Hanzala al-Tamimi, the narrator, said: “We were with the Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon him), and he reminded us of Paradise and Hell until
we imagined them as if we saw them with our own eyes. Then | returned to my
family and my children and laughed with them, and | remembered how | had been
before. So, I went out and met Abu Bakr and said to him, ‘I have become a
hypocrite. I have become a hypocrite.” He replied that we all experience this Then
| went to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and told him what had
happened to me. He said: “O Hanzala, if you were always as you are when you
are with me, the angels would shake hands with you in your beds and in the
streets.” Or such a speech. He said, that is means Sufian, O Hanzala, “An hour
and an hour.” In this research, we examined the meanings of humor from both
linguistic and technical perspectives and clarified the characteristics of humor.
Humor in Islamic heritage is classified into pre-Islamic humor and humor during
the era of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). He used humor with his
wives, and with his grandsons Hasan and Hussain, and with some of his
companions. We also shed light on humor during the era of the Rashidun Caliphs.
Finally, the conclusion highlighted the most important finding of the research:
that humor is a means of entertaining the human soul without causing offense or
shame, and that it is governed by morals which embody the human personality
and the teachings of the true religion.

Keywords: humor, Arabs, Message, Rashidun, Age
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